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COULD A NEW WAY OF COLLECT ING DATA 
TRANSFORM EDUCATION IN CALIFORNIA?
The state’s K–12 publ ic schools are about to exper ience the launch 
of two new data systems designed to track student academic 
information and teacher qual i f ications

Technological advancements have dramatical ly changed the way the world col lects and stores 

data, providing us with a sur feit of information l i teral ly at the touch of a keyboard. Businesses 

and government agencies—including many of the nation’s publ ic school systems—manage vast 

databases that help us quickly access the facts and f igures we need. And now Cal i fornia is making 

inroads toward improving the databases of i ts publ ic schools.

The state plans to launch a more sophisticated process for col lecting educational data—acquir ing 

a type of data known as longitudinal data—that can measure change, such as how student 

graduation rates change, given var ious factors. 

The Cal i fornia Longitudinal Pupi l 

Achievement Data System (CALPADS) is 

the name of the state’s new system that 

wi l l  help maintain data on publ ic school 

students in Kindergar ten through 12th 

grade, and the Cal i fornia Longitudinal 

Teacher Integrated Data Education 

System (CALTIDES) is the data system 

that wi l l  maintain information on publ ic 

school teachers. 

Together these two state data programs 

have been in development for several 

years: CALPADS is scheduled to be 

implemented dur ing the 2009–10 

instructional year, and CALTIDES is 

expected to launch in the fal l  of 2011.   

Learning More about california’s schoolchildren
A new way for California to compile academic data on public K–12 students is currently in 
development. Known as CALPADS, the data system is expected to launch during the 2009–10 
instructional year and will generate education information that has never before been offered  
in this state.



What Is CALPADS?

The Cal i fornia Longitudinal Pupi l  Achievement Data System—CALPADS—was 
created by Cal i fornia Senate Bi l l  1453 (Alper t, Chapter 1002, Statutes of 2002) , 
which establ ishes var ious goals for this data system.1 Once CALPADS launches, 
the fol lowing information for each student 2 at tending a K–12 public school3 in 
Cal i fornia wi l l  become avai lable :

>	 Demographic data. 4 A student’s legal name, gender, date of bir th, race /
ethnicity, socioeconomic status,5 pr imary language, and, optional ly, ci ty  
and state of bir th. 

>	 Pupil achievement data.  A student’s grades, credits earned for cer tain 
courses taken in grades 7–12,6 and a student’s scores from the Cal i fornia 
Standards Tests, Cal i fornia High School Exit Exam, and Cal i fornia Engl ish 
Language Development Test ( for Engl ish learners ) .7

>	 Pupil enrol lment data.  A student’s school, grade level,  enrol lment status, 
course names (and whether the courses satisfy University of Cal i fornia or 
Cal i fornia State University admission requirements ) ,  and graduation status. 

>	 Program par t icipat ion data.  Whether a student is a special education 
student, migrant student, Gif ted and Talented Education Program par tic ipant, 
Engl ish- language learner, and /or a par t ic ipant in other state or federal 
programs, such as the Cal i fornia Par tnership Academies and Tit le I  ( for 
economical ly disadvantaged students ) and Tit le X (education for homeless 
chi ldren ) of the federal No Child Lef t Behind Act.

>	 Instruct ional services data.  Whether a student receives independent study, 
federal T it le I  services ( for economical ly disadvantaged students ) ,  and 
Engl ish Language Development services ( including the type of language-
development service, such as bi l ingual education or Special ly Designed 
Academic Instruction in Engl ish ) .  

>	 Student discipl ine data.  Whether a student was truant dur ing the school 
year, suspended, and /or expel led, and the reason for discipl inary actions.

CALPADS also wil l  include data on some of the state’s K–12 public school 
employees :

>	 Employee data.  For credentia led employees assigned to specif ic classes, 
this data wil l  include the employee’s job classif ication ( teacher, administrator, 
counselor, l ibrar ian, nurse, speech therapist ) ;  gender; race /ethnicity ; years of 
service in the distr ict and in the profession ; highest education level at tained ; 
and, for teachers, the courses they are teaching. (See “What Is CALTIDES? ” 
on page 4. )
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In  the past,  school  d istr ic ts have submit ted 

aggregate repor ts summar iz ing some 

student and teacher stat is t ics for  a 

par t icu lar  po int  in t ime and for  a par t icu lar 

group of  students.  These aggregate repor ts 

have prov ided usefu l  snapshots of  data,  but 

the data f rom one year’s repor t  t yp ica l l y 

cannot be compared accurate ly to the data 

f rom another year’s repor t  because each 

snapshot is  of  a d i f fe rent ( and constant ly 

changing )  group of  students. 

For instance, under the prev ious system, 

when Ca l i forn ia compared the ach ievement 

of  i ts  Engl ish- language learners f rom one 

year to the nex t,  progress cou ld not be 

d ist ingu ished because these compar isons 

of ten were not of  the same students.  Af ter  a 

per iod of  t ime, some students who had been 

study ing Engl ish as a second language may 

have learned enough to depar t  the Engl ish 

learner categor y,  whi le at  the same t ime 

new students would have entered into th is 

categor y.  Fur thermore,  aggregate data does 

not show how students progress over t ime, 

whereas long i tud ina l  data wi l l  prov ide those 

resu l ts.

Col lect ing data on an ind iv idua l  leve l 

enables the state to respond bet ter  to 

repor t ing requ i rements,  which of ten change, 

and to produce custom-made repor ts 

wi thout hav ing to ask school  d istr ic ts to  

re-col lect and re-submit data for each repor t. 8 

For example,  i f  the federa l  government were 

to change the repor t ing requ i rements for  a 

program that accounts for  students grouped 

by gender to one that  instead groups them 

by race,  the state would not have to request 

addi t iona l  repor ts f rom school  d istr ic ts to 

CALPADS and CALTIDES:  
Why Are They Impor tant?

These new data-gather ing systems wi l l 

prov ide parents,  educators,  school 

admin istrators,  and educat iona l 

po l icymakers wi th an unprecedented  

vo lume of  in format ion that  is  expected to  

a id in the enhancement of  Ca l i forn ia’s  

publ ic educat ion system.   

Both CALPADS and CALTIDES were 

in i t iated, in par t,  to prov ide data requ i red 

by the federa l  No Chi ld Lef t  Beh ind Act 

( NCLB ) ,  a sweeping 2001 federa l  law 

that requ i res states to improve student 

ach ievement and teacher qua l i t y.  Under 

NCLB, state and loca l  school  d istr ic ts must 

repor t  graduat ion rates and ach ievement 

scores by cer ta in categor ies,  such as those 

who are economica l l y  d isadvantaged, of  a 

par t icu lar  ethn ic background, or  are Engl ish-

language learners.  

NCLB a lso requ i res states to ensure that 

publ ic school  teachers have the appropr iate 

credent ia ls for  the c lasses they teach—and 

CALPADS and CALTIDES wi l l  prov ide the 

data needed to meet th is requ i rement.  

In addi t ion,  long i tud ina l  data—data that 

ref lects the same t ype of  in format ion that 

has been co l lected on the same subject 

( or  person )  at  mul t ip le po ints in t ime—wi l l 

be co l lected by these new programs. For 

example,  th is long i tud ina l  data cou ld show 

how spec i f ic  students’  grades have changed 

over a per iod of  severa l  years. 
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What Is CALTIDES?

The Cal i fornia Longi tudina l  Teacher Integrated Data Educat ion System—
CALTIDES—was in i t iated in the 2005 Budget Act and subsequent ly author ized 
by Cal i fornia Senate Bi l l  1614 ( S imit ian,  Chapter 840, Statutes of  2006 ) ,  which 
establ ishes the fo l lowing goals for th is data system:   

>  Ident i f y how many teachers  wil l  be needed in Cal i fornia in future years, 
as wel l  as t rends in the publ ic K–12 teaching work force, inc luding retent ion, 
at t r i t ion,  and mobi l i t y.

>  Provide h igh-qual i t y program evaluat ions, inc luding analyses of teacher-
preparat ion programs and profess ional-development programs.  

>  Provide the state and school d ist r icts  with the information needed to 
bet ter monitor whether teachers are actua l ly teaching the c lasses they have 
been author ized to teach ( a teaching requirement mandated by state and 
federa l  law) .

>  Of fer a reposi tor y of informat ion  to he lp develop and review state pol icy.

>  Provide age ranges of teachers  in the work force,  teacher ret i rement 
project ions for the nex t 10 years,  subject areas with severe teacher 
shor tages, geographic distr ibut ions of teachers by type of credent ia l ,  and 
pat terns of  in-serv ice educat ion for teachers.

CALTIDES wi l l  use teaching-credent ia l  information f rom a database mainta ined 
by the Commission on Teacher Credent ia l ing and l ink i t  to the teacher-
ass ignment data in CALPADS. This step wi l l  a l low the state to repor t  on, among 
other th ings, compl iance with federa l  requirements,  inc luding ensur ing that 
those who teach cer ta in core courses are “highly qual i f ied.”  

The fo l lowing data wi l l  be inc luded in CALTIDES for credent ia led personnel 9 in 
Cal i fornia’s K–12 publ ic schools : 

>	 The t ype of credent ia l  an employee  holds and what courses he or she is 
author ized to teach or what serv ices he or she is author ized to provide.

>  How a credent ia l  was obtained ( for  instance, was i t  g iven af ter  the 
complet ion of  a teacher-preparat ion program, the passage of an exam, 
or par t ic ipat ion in a nontradi t ional  credent ia l  program, such as a school-
distr ic t  internship program) .  

>  Whether a teacher par t ic ipated  in the Beginning Teacher Suppor t  and 
Assessment Program.

( Note :  I t  is  prohib i ted by law to use CALTIDES data “e i ther sole ly or in 
conjunct ion with data f rom CALPADS, for purposes of pay, promotion, sanct ion, 
or personnel  eva luat ion of an indiv idual  teacher or groups of teachers,  or of 
any other employment decis ions re lated to indiv idual  teachers.” )
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sat is f y th is change in federa l  requ i rements ; 

rather,  the new CALPADS program could be 

used to access th is data instant ly.

Other benef i ts  of  the CALPADS and 

CALTIDES data systems inc lude :

> 	 readi ly  access ib le  in format ion that  wi l l 

he lp  s tudents  when they t rans fer  to  a  new 

school  d is t r ic t .  When a student moves to 

a d i f fe rent school  d istr ic t,  i t  is  impor tant 

for  the new d istr ic t  to have bas ic 

informat ion about the student ( such 

as test  scores and spec ia l-educat ion 

status )  as soon as poss ib le to ensure 

the student is  g iven appropr iate ser v ices 

promptly.  CALPADS wi l l  make i t  eas ie r 

for  a new school  d istr ic t  to qu ick ly 

access bas ic student in format ion instead 

of,  for  example,  wa i t ing for  the ch i ld’s 

records to be de l i vered in the mai l .

>  an “ear ly  warning sys tem” to  he lp  s tudent s 

who are  behind in  the i r  educat ion .  

A longi tud ina l  data system prov ides 

informat ion that  a l lows the state and 

loca l  school  d istr ic ts to deve lop the i r  

own ear ly  warn ing system that can 

ident i f y  students who are at  r isk of 

fa i lu re in middle school  and h igh school 

based on cer ta in data,  such as the i r 

per formance on state tests.  For example, 

one might ask whether e lementar y 

school  students wi th lower-than-average 

test  scores and /or d isc ip l ine problems 

are more l ike ly  to fa i l  the Ca l i forn ia 

High School  Ex i t  Exam than the i r  peers 

who don’t  struggle wi th such issues. 

CALPADS wi l l  a l low for  such ana lyses.

>  Be t ter  data  to  ident i f y  what  works bes t  for 

s tudent s  and teachers .  A comprehens ive 

educat iona l-program eva luat ion inc ludes 

Gaining a Better Understanding of the state’s K–12 Teachers and other Public school staff
Evaluating teacher-training programs, monitoring how long teachers stay in the teaching profession, and identifying trends in the 
public K–12 workforce are just some of the areas that could become easier to analyze once the new informational data system 
called CALTIDES—the companion data system to CALPADS—is launched.
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how a program’s par t ic ipants per form 

over t ime. For example,  d id students who 

par t ic ipated in a par t icu lar  behav iora l-

modi f icat ion program exper ience a 

reduct ion in suspens ions? Or d id 

students who par t ic ipated in middle-

school  co l lege-awareness programs take 

more co l lege preparat ion courses in h igh 

school? To obta in the data necessar y 

to answer such quest ions,  long i tud ina l 

data is  needed so a compar ison can be 

made between groups of  students who 

do not par t ic ipate in a program wi th 

groups of  students who do par t ic ipate 

in that  program. Longi tud ina l  data a lso 

a l lows for  compar isons of  a student’s 

per formance before  he or she at tended 

a par t icu lar  program and af te r  at tending 

i t.10 

 

 S imi la r ly,  the long i tud ina l  data prov ided 

by CALTIDES is expected to he lp wi th 

the eva luat ion of  var ious teacher-tra in ing 

programs, as we l l  as prov ide informat ion 

on where program par t ic ipants are 

get t ing teach ing jobs and how long the i r 

teach ing careers genera l l y  last. 

>  improved data repor t ing.  CALPADS wi l l 

a l low state and loca l  school  d istr ic ts 

to more ef f ic ient ly  and ef fect ive ly meet 

state and federa l  No Chi ld Lef t  Beh ind 

Act repor t ing requ i rements.  For instance, 

the state wi l l  be ab le to ca lcu late and 

repor t  drop-out and graduat ion rates, 

s ince the new data system wi l l  enable 

school  d istr ic ts to t rack students as 

they progress through middle and h igh 

school.  CALPADS a lso wi l l  fac i l i tate 

repor t ing on the ach ievements of  groups 

of  students,  such as Engl ish- language 

learners or  those who are economica l l y 

d isadvantaged.  

>  a  way to  moni tor  teacher  ass ignment s . 

CALTIDES wi l l  a l low the state and school 

d istr ic ts to moni tor  more eas i l y  whether 

teachers have the appropr iate credent ia ls 

to teach the courses they are ass igned 

to teach, in adherence wi th cur rent law 

and the  Wi l l iams  lawsui t  set t lement.11 The 

data system a lso wi l l  a l low the state to 

repor t  on i ts  compl iance wi th No Chi ld 

Lef t  Beh ind’s “h igh ly qua l i f ied”12 teach ing 

requ i rement.	 	

Linking CALPADS and CALTIDES 
Data From Year to Year

>  caLPaDs 

Upon enter ing Cal i forn ia’s publ ic school 

system, each student is assigned a 

unique 10-dig i t  student identi f icat ion 

number ( known as an identi f ier ) ,  which 

is randomly assigned and stays with a 

student throughout h is or her at tendance 

in Cal i forn ia’s K–12 publ ic education 

system. This identi f ier wi l l  be the “hook” 

upon which indiv idual student information 

is submit ted and mainta ined f rom year  

to year in CALPADS, and the identi f ier  

wi l l  not conta in a code or any other 

h idden information that might reveal 

personal data about the student. (Socia l 

secur i t y numbers wi l l  not be submit ted  

to CALPADS.) 

 Each school d istr ict wi l l  have access to 

CALPADS information that per ta ins to 

each of i ts enrol led students.
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>  caLTiDes 

Each credentia led employee work ing 

in the K–12 publ ic school system—and 

aspir ing educators apply ing for the ir 

credentia ls—also wi l l  be assigned a  

10-dig i t  state-educator identi f icat ion 

number ( known as an identi f ier,  just l ike 

those descr ibed under CALPADS) that 

wi l l  fo l low him or her throughout h is or 

her publ ic school career in Cal i forn ia. 

These identi f iers a lso wi l l  not conta in 

a code that could reveal the holders’ 

identi t y or other personal information, 

nor wi l l  they inc lude socia l  secur i t y 

numbers, home addresses, te lephone 

numbers, or e-mai l  addresses; however, 

they wi l l  prov ide school d istr icts with the 

abi l i t y to match a teacher’s credentia l 

and author izat ion data in CALTIDES 

with h is or her c lass-assignment data 

in CALPADS, as wel l  as access to other 

re levant employee data.  

Implementation Status

>  caLPaDs 

State funding has been prov ided for  the 

deve lopment of  CALPADS in the state’s 

annua l  budgets s ince the author iz ing 

leg is lat ion went into ef fect  in 2002. Af ter 

severa l  years of  requ i red research and 

p lann ing,  the Ca l i forn ia Depar tment 

of  Educat ion (CDE) se lected a pr ivate 

vendor in Januar y 2008 to bu i ld and 

deve lop the system, and loca l  school 

d istr ic ts (w i th the ass istance of  a  

$ 30 mi l l ion grant )  a re now prepar ing 

the i r  data systems for  CALPADS,13 which 

is  expected to launch dur ing the 2009 –

10 instruct iona l  year.  Near ly  a l l  s tudents 

a l ready have been ass igned an ind iv idua l 

student ident i f ie r.

>  caLTiDes 

Since 2005, the state’s annua l  budgets 

a lso have prov ided funds for  the 

deve lopment of  CALTIDES, which wi l l 

be managed jo int ly  by the Ca l i forn ia 

Depar tment of  Educat ion (CDE) and the 

Commiss ion on Teacher Credent ia l ing 

(CTC ) .  To date,  CDE and CTC have 

managed most of  the technolog ica l 

p lann ing for  CALTIDES and now are in 

the process of  se lect ing a vendor for  the 

program.14 CTC has ass igned ident i f ie rs 

to near ly  a l l  teachers and credent ia led 

staf f  cur rent ly  work ing in Ca l i forn ia’s 

publ ic schools,15 and county educat ion 

of f ices and school  d istr ic ts are in the 

process of  inser t ing those ident i f ie rs into 

the i r  loca l  data systems. CALTIDES is 

expected to launch in the fa l l  of  2011. 

CALPADS and CALTIDES:  
What They Won’t  Del iver

Whi le there wi l l  be many benef i ts  of  the 

CALPADS and CALTIDES programs, there 

a lso wi l l  be l imi tat ions.  For example,  the 

state’s ex ist ing student test ing records are 

not des igned to be used as long i tud ina l 

data,  which means the tests are not 

des igned to a l low a compar ison between  

a student’s test  scores f rom one year to  

the nex t. 

To address th is l imi tat ion,  Ca l i forn ia’s 

2007 Budget Act inc luded funds for  the 

Ca l i forn ia Depar tment of  Educat ion (CDE) 

to invest igate opt ions for  deve lop ing a 

way to t rack test  scores so they can be 

compared f rom year to year.  In spr ing 2008, 

as requ i red by the 2007 Budget Act,  CDE’s 

test  contractor prov ided var ious opt ions to 
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accompl ish th is task,  which would a l low 

parents and school  staf f  to see how the test 

scores of  an ind iv idua l  student—or a group 

of  students—compare over the years. 

Other l imi tat ions :  some student data ( such 

as at tendance data )  in i t ia l l y  w i l l  not  be 

inc luded in CALPADS. However,  CALPADS 

is be ing des igned to accommodate 

addi t iona l  data in the event the state 

dec ides (v ia leg is lat ion )  to increase the 

t ypes and quant i t y  of  data gathered by th is 

system and assuming addi t iona l  funds are 

prov ided to pay the state and loca l  costs  

of  adding more data.  

In addi t ion,  the state does not yet  have 

a formal  p lan to l ink CALPADS and 

CALTIDES to systems outs ide of  the K–12 

publ ic schools,  such as the data systems 

of  Ca l i forn ia’s publ ic h igher-educat ion 

inst i tu t ions.  Yet on September 29, 2008, 

Governor Arno ld Schwarzenegger s igned 

Senate B i l l  1298 ( S imi t ian,  Chapter 651, 

Statutes of  2008 ) ,  which requ i res the state 

to map out,  in a strateg ic p lan,  the techn ica l 

deta i ls  for  l ink ing CALPADS and CALTIDES 

to other systems. 

L ink ing these databases to other state 

systems would enable educators to 

more eas i l y  answer numerous impor tant 

quest ions,  such as :  What percentage of 

a school  d istr ic t ’s h igh-school  graduates 

enro l l  in  co l lege wi th in 15 months of 

graduat ion? What percentage of  the state’s 

h igh-school  graduates need remediat ion 

once they get to co l lege? How is a student’s 

ab i l i t y  to successfu l l y  complete co l lege 

re lated to h is or  her h igh-school  courses, 

grades,  and test  scores? Do students who 

at tend a state-funded preschool  have a 

bet ter  chance of  meet ing state academic 

expectat ions in e lementar y school? And in 

h igh school?

california’s students May someday reap Benefits from an interlinked family of Data systems
Linking numerous existing databases—ranging from the data programs at preschools and universities to those at 
health and social service departments—with the upcoming CALPADS and CALTIDES K–12 data systems could provide 
the information needed to enrich the academic experience of every public school student in the state, while also 
offering benefits to school administrators and staff.
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What We Don’t  Know Now But Wi l l  Know Soon.. .

Cal i fornia’s exist ing system of compi l ing annual  educat ion repor ts does 

not provide the data needed to answer some fundamenta l  quest ions about 

the academic per formance of the state’s students.  With the implementat ion 

of CALPADS and CALTIDES, however,  th is cr i t ica l  data about K–12 publ ic 

educat ion f ina l ly wi l l  become avai lable,  which wi l l  he lp educat ion pol icymakers 

and researchers answer impor tant quest ions, inc luding the fo l lowing :

>  Can the academic per formance of students in the 3rd or 4th grade predict 

the l ike l ihood that they wi l l  pass the Cal i fornia High School Exi t  Exam?

>  How do Engl ish- language learners who recent ly have moved to the Uni ted 

States tend to score on the Cal i fornia High School Exi t  Exam? And how  

does the i r  academic achievement compare to Engl ish learners who have 

been at tending the state’s publ ic schools for many years?  

>  How do students who fa i l  to meet the state’s academic expectat ions in  

3rd grade tend to per form in 4th grade? In 5th grade? In 8th grade?

>  What percentage of 9 th graders drop out of  h igh school before they 

graduate? Would ident i f y ing such factors as be low-average test scores, 

suspensions, or expuls ions for students in e lementar y school he lp predict 

whether those students might be candidates for dropping out of  middle 

school or h igh school? 

>  How long do teachers typica l ly stay in the i r  jobs in h igh-pover ty schools? 

>  Are there par t icular teacher-preparat ion programs that tend to produce 

instructors who make teaching a longer-than-average career?

>  How many new math and science teachers received the i r  credent ia ls last 

year? 

Beyond CALPADS and CALTIDES:  
The McKinsey Recommendations

In  2008, the Ca l i forn ia Depar tment of 

Educat ion and the of f ice of  Governor Arno ld 

Schwarzenegger announced they had 

h i red McKinsey and Company, a pr ivate 

consu l t ing f i rm, to recommend how the 

state should deve lop and implement a 

comprehens ive statewide data system that 

integrates ex ist ing data systems, inc lud ing 

the soon-to-be- launched CALPADS and 

CALTIDES programs. The consu l t ing f i rm’s 

f ind ings were publ ished in a December 2008 

repor t.16   
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McKinsey and Company ana lyzed 

bus inesses and schools that  have 

“cont inuous- learn ing systems,” that  is, 

systems that he lp organ izat ions make smal l 

improvements toward the i r  long-term goa ls 

us ing data-co l lect ion processes. 

To set  up cont inuous- learn ing systems in 

Ca l i forn ia’s publ ic educat ion system the 

repor t  recommends cont inu ing wi th the 

deve lopment of  CALPADS and CALTIDES 

and eventua l l y  expanding and combin ing 

these data systems to create a statewide 

system that cou ld accompl ish the fo l lowing : 

>  Prov ide a one-stop-shop web-enabled 

educat ion por ta l,  in  which teachers and 

students cou ld access informat ion to 

he lp them improve. 

> 	 Al low school  d istr ic ts to des ign the i r 

own student assessments and parent 

sur veys and use the statewide system  

to process and track the resu l ts.

> 	 Prov ide more comprehens ive data 

about teachers,  students,  and schools 

( for  example,  there would be more 

informat ion on student absences and 

the amount of  state and pr ivate funding 

rece ived by schools ) .	

> 	 Al low teachers and admin istrators to use 

the system to share ef fect ive pract ices 

and co l laborate wi th the i r  peers 

throughout the state.	

>  Prov ide teachers easy access to 

profess iona l-deve lopment programs 

and a l low school  d istr ic ts to sur vey the 

par t ic ipants about the usefu lness of 

such programs.  

>  L ink CALPADS and CALTIDES to other 

data systems such as those used by 

preschool,  h igher educat ion,  cr imina l 

just ice,  and hea l th and soc ia l-ser v ice 

programs.  

To ach ieve th is v is ion of  a comprehens ive 

statewide data system the McKinsey 

repor t  recommends improv ing the qua l i t y, 

access ib i l i t y,  and use of  i ts  cur rent K–12 

data systems; adding about 30 more data 

e lements to CALPADS and CALTIDES; 

and creat ing interagency l inks that  would 

connect in format ion in the K–12 system 

to other par ts of  a student’s academic 

exper ience.  

The Road Ahead

Accurate,  access ib le informat ion is 

impor tant for  any inst i tu t ion that  wants to 

improve i ts  outcomes and th is is  par t icu lar ly 

t rue of  Ca l i forn ia’s publ ic school  system, 

which has the added burden of  scarce 

f inanc ia l  resources for  the foreseeable 

fu ture.  Co l lect ing and secure ly mainta in ing 

data can be cost ly  but a lso can y ie ld 

many benef i ts  that  have the potent ia l  to 

impact the educat ion of  Ca l i forn ia’s school 

ch i ldren in a pos i t i ve way for  many future 

generat ions. 
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As the state embarks on the implementat ion 

of  CALPADS and CALTIDES, there wi l l 

cont inue to be s ign i f icant cha l lenges,  f rom 

ba lanc ing the long-term costs to exp la in ing 

the long-term benef i ts  of  expanding these 

databases.  And throughout th is process 

the state a lso must ensure that  the pr ivacy 

of  student and teacher data wi l l  forever 

be protected, another essent ia l  ingred ient 

to mainta in ing the long-term v iab i l i t y  of 

CALPADS and CALTIDES.  
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Endnotes

1.	 	 	 The	goa ls	 fo r 	CALPADS	estab l i shed	by	Senate	B i l l 	1453	

inc lude :	p rov ide	schoo l	d is t r ic ts	and	the	Ca l i fo rn ia	

Depar tment	of	Educat ion	w i th	the	data	needed	to	comply	

w i th	the	repor t ing	requ i rements	of	 the	federa l 	No	Ch i ld	Lef t	

Beh ind	Act ;	 improve	the	eva luat ion	of	“educat iona l 	p rogress	

and	 investments”	over	 t ime;	p rov ide	schoo l	d is t r ic ts	w i th	

in fo rmat ion	that	can	be	used	to	 improve	pup i l 	ach ievement;	

and	create	an	ef f ic ient, 	 f lex ib le,	and	secure	way	to	ma inta in	

statew ide	 long i tud ina l 	pup i l 	data.	

2. 	 	 	 The	 fo l l ow ing	 t ypes	of 	s tudents	a re	 requ i red	 to	have	

ind i v idua l 	s tudent 	 ident i f i e r s : 	a l l 	pub l i c 	schoo l 	s tudents	

en ro l l ed	 in	g rades	K–12,	ce r ta in	spec ia l -educat ion	

p reschoo l 	s tudents, 	and	some	adu l t 	s tudents	who	 in tend	 	

to	 take	 the	Ca l i fo r n ia	H igh	Schoo l 	E x i t 	E xam.

3.	 	 	 Th is	 i nc ludes	cha r te r 	and	a l te r na t i ve	schoo ls	ope ra ted	 	

by	count y	o f f i ces	of 	educat ion.

4. 	 	 	 Demograph ic	data	 i s 	co l l ec ted	 in	pa r t 	 to	he lp	schoo l	

d is t r i c ts	d is t i ngu ish	s tudents	 f rom	one	anothe r 	when	 the	

s tudent 	 ident i f i ca t ion	numbers	a re	be ing	gene ra ted—an	

impor tant 	pa r t 	o f 	any	 long i tud ina l 	s tudent 	data	sys tem	

( see	“L ink ing	CALPADS	and	CALT IDES	Data	From	Yea r 	 to	

Yea r ” 	on	page	6 ) . 	On l y 	 the	pe r t i nent 	schoo l 	d is t r i c t 	w i l l	

have	access	 to	 i ts 	s tudents’ 	names ;	othe r 	d is t r i c ts	may	

have	 l im i ted	access	 to	s tudents’ 	names	when	new	s tudents	

a re	 t rans fe r r i ng	 to	 the i r 	d is t r i c ts. 	 I n 	add i t i on, 	s tudent	

addresses	a re	co l l ec ted	by	d is t r i c ts	 tha t 	opt 	 to	d i rec t l y	

ce r t i f y 	 the i r 	s tudents	 fo r 	pa r t i c ipa t ion	 in	 the	Nat iona l 	Schoo l	

Lunch	P rog ram;	 these	addresses	a re	 then	matched	w i th	

the	app rop r ia te	data	 f i l es	ma in ta ined	by	 the	Ca l i fo r n ia	

Depa r tment 	o f 	Hea l th	Se r v ices.

5. 	 	 I n 	 th is 	case, 	soc ioeconomic	s ta tus	 i s 	dete rm ined	by	whethe r	

a	s tudent 	pa r t i c ipa tes	 in	 the	Nat iona l 	Schoo l 	Lunch	P rog ram	

and	 the	educat iona l 	 l eve l 	o f 	 the	s tudent ’s 	pa rents	o r	

gua rd ians.	

6. 	 	 Th is	w i l l 	 i nc lude	cou rse	comp let ion	 fo r 	depa r tmenta l i zed	

cou rses	 in	 t rad i t i ona l 	 ( not 	a l te r na t i ve ) 	schoo ls.	

7. 	 	 Tes t 	sco res	w i l l 	 i nc lude	pe r fo rmance	 leve ls	and	sca le	

sco res. 	A f te r 	s tudents	 take	 the	Ca l i fo r n ia	S tanda rds	Test	

they	 rece i ve	a	 raw	sco re, 	and	 tha t 	sco re	w i l l 	 fa l l 	 i n to	one	

of 	 f i ve	catego r ies : 	 fa r 	be low	bas ic, 	be low	bas ic, 	bas ic,	

p ro f ic ient, 	and	advanced.	The	Ca l i fo r n ia	S ta te	Boa rd	of	

Educat ion	has	es tab l i shed	 the	p rof ic ient 	ca tego r y	as	 the	

m in imum	pe r fo rmance	expecta t ion	 fo r 	a l l 	s tudents	 fo r	

pu rposes	of 	comp l iance	w i th	 the	 fede ra l 	No	Ch i ld	Lef t	

Beh ind	Act.

8. 	 	 	 Long i tud ina l 	da ta	w i l l 	not 	be	ava i l ab le	 th rough	CALPADS	

unt i l 	 i t 	has	been	co l l ec ted	and	ma in ta ined	by	 the	sys tem	fo r	

a t 	 l eas t 	 t wo	yea rs.	

9. 	 	 	 C redent ia led	pe rsonne l 	 i nc ludes	 teache rs, 	schoo l	

admin is t ra to rs	 ( such	as	p r inc ipa ls ) , 	counse lo rs, 	 l ib ra r i ans,	

nu rses, 	and	speech	 the rap is ts.

10. 	 	 	Un less	changes	a re	made	 to	Ca l i fo r n ia’s 	educat iona l 	 tes t i ng	

sys tem,	CALPADS	w i l l 	not 	show	yea r-to-yea r 	g row th	 in	

tes t 	sco res	 fo r 	 i nd i v idua ls	o r 	g roups	of 	s tudents	because	

s ta te	 tes ts	a re	not 	des igned	 to	p rov ide	 tes t 	sco res	 tha t 	a re	

s ta t i s t i ca l l y 	comparab le	 f rom	yea r 	 to	yea r. 	See	“CALPADS	

and	CALT IDES:	What	They	Won’ t 	De l i ve r ” 	on	page	7.

11.	 	 	The	E l ieze r  W i l l i ams, e t  a l .,  v.  S ta te o f  Ca l i fo rn ia , 	et a l . 

( W i l l i ams ) 	case	was	set t l ed	 in	2004.	The	set t l ement 	 requ i res	

Ca l i fo r n ia	 to	mon i to r 	 the	 fo l l ow ing	cond i t i ons	 in	 low-

pe r fo rm ing	schoo ls : 	adequate	schoo l 	 fac i l i t i es, 	adequate	

tex tbooks, 	and	adequate l y 	 t ra ined	 teache rs.	 	

12. 	 	No	Ch i ld	Lef t 	Beh ind	def ines	“h igh l y 	qua l i f i ed” 	as	one	who	

has	a	bache lo r ’s 	deg ree, 	a	s ta te- issued	au tho r i za t ion	 to	

teach,	and	demonst ra ted	competence	 in	 the	sub ject 	mat te r	

he	o r 	she	 is 	au tho r i zed	 to	 teach.

13.	 	 	P r io r 	 to	 the	concept ion	of 	CALPADS,	p rev ious	Ca l i fo r n ia	

s ta te	budgets	a l l o t ted	 funds	 fo r 	CALPADS’	p redecesso r,	

Ca l i fo r n ia	Schoo l 	 I n fo rmat ion	Se r v ices	 ( CS IS ) , 	wh ich	was	

in i t i a ted	 in	Ca l i fo r n ia’s 	1997	Budget	Act. 	The	CS IS	p rog ram	

ass is ts	schoo l 	d is t r i c ts	 i n 	 imp lement ing	data	sys tems,	

among	othe r 	 th ings.	 	

14. 	 		Ca l i fo r n ia	has	a	def ined	p rocu rement	p rocess	 fo r 	a l l	

i n fo rmat ion-techno logy	p ro jec ts, 	wh ich	 i s 	cont ro l l ed	by	 	

the	Ca l i fo r n ia	Depa r tment 	o f 	Gene ra l 	Se r v ices.	 	

15. 			Teache rs	and	c redent ia led	s ta f f 	who	ho ld	a	 l i fe t ime	

c redent ia l 	and	have	 the i r 	c redent ia l 	 i n fo rmat ion	on l y	

ava i l ab le	on	m ic ro f i lm	have	not 	yet 	been	ass igned	

ident i f i e r s.	 	

16. 			The	 resea rch	was	 funded	by	p r i va te	 foundat ion	g rants.


