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FFeeddeerraall UUppddaattee


SUPREME COURT RULING HALTS THE
�

PRESIDENT’S DEFERRED ACTION PROGRAMS
�

The Supreme Court announced on June 23, 2016, a 4–4 tie in a case challenging 

President Obama’s 2014 executive action on immigration, leaving in place a Court of 

Appeals ruling blocking the plan. The court’s ruling in United States v. Texas, No. 15–674 

prevents an estimated 3.6 million unauthorized immigrants (about 1.1 million in 

California) who are the parents of citizens or lawful permanent residents from applying 

for a program that would spare them from deportation and provide them with work 

permits. The program is called Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful 

Permanent Residents, or DAPA. 

The ruling also halts the President’s expansion of the Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals program, known as DACA. Under the expansion, the population immediately 

eligible for DACA potentially would have increased by 275,000 young unauthorized 

immigrants (including 92,000 in California) beyond the existing DACA program.1 

The decision reads: “The judgment is affirmed by an equally divided court.” 

About 4 million of the nation’s unauthorized immigrant population—estimated 

currently at about 11 million—potentially could have benefited from the deferred action 

programs President Obama announced in November 2014.2 The map on page 2 shows 

the states where this population primarily resides, according to estimates by the 

nonprofit Migration Policy Institute. 

1	� The population immediately eligible for DACA meets certain age, age at arrival, year of arrival, and 

education requirements. In addition, some may become eligible for DACA when they reach specified 

requirements. 
2	� Estimates of unauthorized immigrants considered eligible for one of the two deferred action programs 

were obtained from the Migration Policy Institute (http://www.migrationpolicy.org). The institute’s 

estimates are based on its analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data pooled from the American Community 

Survey for 2009–2013 and the 2008 Survey of Income Program Participation. 

http:http://www.migrationpolicy.org
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Unauthorized Immigrants Impacted by Court Ruling 

Large: 1 million 

Medium: 100,000 

Small: 10,000 

Source: Migration Policy Institute 

The deferred action programs would have applied to the following categories of 

unauthorized immigrants: 

° DAPA (parents): Unauthorized parents of children who are United States citizens 

or legal permanent residents born on or before November 20, 2014. To qualify, 

parents must have lived in the United States continuously since January 1, 2010. 

° DACA extension (children): Unauthorized immigrants brought to the United States 

as children (younger than 16) with their U.S. residency beginning sometime 

between June 2007 and January 2010. (The extension would have moved forward 

DACA’s current requirement for year of arrival in the United States from 2007 to 

2010. In addition, it would have removed the existing age cutoff that requires 

applicants to be younger than 31.) 

Written by Gayle Miller and Megan Lane. The California Senate Office of Research is a 

nonpartisan office charged with serving the research needs of the California State Senate and 

assisting Senate members and committees with the development of effective public policy. The 

office was established by the Senate Rules Committee in 1969. For more information, please visit 

http://sor.senate.ca.gov or call (916) 651-1500. 
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